
 

St. Matthew Orthodox Church Parish Council 

Meeting:  October 12, 2021 

Meeting called to order at 7:15 pm 

 

1. Opening prayer was given by Father John.  

Council members attending: 

 Paul Novak – president 

 Matt Tomac – vice president 

 Tom Julian – treasurer 

 Linda Bisbee – corresponding secretary  

 Elaine Gavaras – recording secretary 

 

 Guests: 

 Jeff Zdrale  

 

September minutes were reviewed by all. Paul motioned to accept, seconded by Linda and 

approved by all. 

 

 

Jeff questioned the picture taken at the Church picnic. Jeff would like that picture and also the 

picture at Transfiguration Chapel, displayed at the church. 

 

Jeff would like to change the title of Children’s Choir to Sunday School Children’s Choir.  

 

Jeff notes the previous minutes spelled Pat Mangan’s name incorrectly which will be corrected. 

 

Jeff suggests that the windows above the alter area have possible weather-proof  icons hung in 

place. 

 

Jeff would like the 2022 budget to include the All American Council, which is every three years.  

 

In looking at the program at the St. Matthew dinner, Jeff suggests possibly inviting guests. 

 

In review of the previous minutes, there are two issues which were not voted on: the 

endowment fund and the fire-pit. Paul states these issues were discussed at last month’s 

meeting and those minutes will be voted on tonight. Jeff feels these votes should have been 

approved prior to the actions. Paul explained that they were. 

 



Reports: 

1. Priest’s report – Father John:   

Father mentioned that signs that have been posted in the stairwell regarding children being 

supervised when going upstairs.  

 Father will be looking into background checks.  

 Sunday school is going well with students and teachers. 

 Peter and Elizabeth Perry’s daughter, Alexandra, will be baptized on November 13. 

 With inquirers and new people coming to the church, we need to continue to have a greeter. 

 Father talked to the Bishop regarding outreach to Steven’s Point, Wi as there is a small orthodox 

 community there. Father will look into the possibility of connecting with them. There are 

 approximately 10 Orthodox people who live there. 

2. President’s report – Paul Novak: 

Paul thanked everyone for attending Sister Bay. 

 

3. Vice President’s report – Matt Tomac:   

Matt measured for a potential rug in the choir area. 

 

He also has two quotes for the windows in Herrick Hall. 

 

The question arose regarding arranging for meal teams.  Tom does not feel sign-ups work well. 

Matt agrees to coordinate rotating teams in addition to pot-luck. 

 

4. Treasurer’s report – Tom Julian:   

There is $1050.00 to the Legacy Funds, $800 to the Chapel. 

New business: 

Discussion was held regarding where the proceeds from the fall festival will go. We usually donate to 

charities.  Therefore, the proposal is to give the monies to the ministry fund. Paul motioned to approve 

and Tom seconded the motion. 

Dmitry Shkolnik, our iconographer, will be arriving October 22. Iconography payments will run into 

December. Paul reached out to Chanel 5 Fox News to see if they will come to film Dimitri and the icons. 

Paul suggested the Annunciation icons be mounted first. Father will be available first thing Wednesday 

morning for Dimitri. Also, Dimitri asked for permission to work on Sunday. Paul will consider some type 

of ‘sign-up’ for meals. 



Scaffolding that had been at Transfiguration Chapel has been donated to the Church.  This is a donation 

from Pat and Kathy Mangan. Paul motioned to approve and Tom seconded the motion to accept this 

donation. Tom will go up to Sister Bay to retrieve the scaffolding.  

Linda requests to have all the information for the Newsletter by October 22 for this month.   

 

Old Business: 

Father will be sending an advertising page in our Facebook site regarding the fall festival. The food has 

been ordered and the grills need to be looked at to be sure they are functional.  

 

Linda motions to adjourn, seconded by Matt. All approved. 

 

The next meeting will be November 09, 2021 at 6:00pm. 

 

Meeting adjourned by all at 8:06 pm. 

Father John gave the closing prayer. 


