
St. Matthew Orthodox Church Parish Council

Meeting:  May 11, 2021(updated on 7/1/21)

Meeting called to order at 6:03 pm

1. Opening prayer was given by Father Eugene. Christ Is Risen!  

Council members attending:
Paul Novak – president
Matt Tomac – vice president
Tom Julian – treasurer
Linda Bisbee – corresponding secretary
Elaine Gavaras – recording secretary

Guests:
Father John Thetford                                                                   
Jeff Zdrale – no questions or comments

      

Minutes from March meeting were reviewed. Moved to accept made by 
Linda and seconded by Matt.  All approved.  Linda will post.

Update:

1. Priest’s report – Father Eugene:  Father Eugene formally 
welcomed Father John to the Parish Council and thanked him for 
co-celebrating with him during Holy Week. 

Over the past couple weeks we have been opening up in 
regards to COVID restrictions.  We opened the church for all to 
attend, restarted the coffee hour and now lunch and were able to 
celebrate a meal together after Agape Vespers. It has been a 



frustrating time over the past 1+ year. Father John and Father 
Eugene will be attending a clergy convocation tomorrow and are 
hopeful that we will be able to move forward with fewer 
restrictions. 

Father Eugene sent the service schedule out to the Parish 
Council noting that June will be a busy month liturgically. Many 
people work behind the scenes to make sure we continue to 
come together as a community, to pray and stay united in the 
Body of Christ. Father Eugene thanked the Church Council for 
all their work and assistance.  Paul also thanked Father for all 
his hard work, making a better parish for all of us.

Father John thanked Father Eugene for welcoming and guiding 
him especially during Holy Week.

2. President’s report – Paul Novak:  Paul spent several hours with 
Father Eugene and Father John regarding the routine to maintain 
the church. 

Paul felt that Pascha went very well. The meal after the Agape 
Vespers went very well. There were about 50 people who attended and 
he felt it was very successful.

Paul will reach out to Dimitri to see if there are some photos of his 
work for us to view.  Exciting times!

         Updated on 7/1/21. Father John’s moving expenses from NY to 
Green Bay totaled $3,675. This was paid for by a member of the parish 
who wishes to remain anonymous.



Updated on 7/1/21. For the record I am adding the guidelines to the 
SMOC monthly newsletter to this months minutes.

1. Priest and President’s messages are one page in length. 

2. Other contributors should try to keep their contributions to less than 750 
words in length. 

3. Contributions should be positive in nature and free from our opinions. 
Your contribution should be informative for the parish. Remember, this 
newsletter gets emailed out to the Parish and placed on our website. 
Anyone can email the newsletter to anyone else which is fine but, your 
contribution is a reflection on you and your role at SMOC.  

4. All contributions are reviewed by Father and the Council President. 
Based on space and content, some edits may need to be made. The 
Council President will inform you if your contribution needs to be edited and 
for what purpose.  

2. Vice President’s report – Matt Tomac:  none  

3. Treasurer’s report – Tom Julian:  see attached 

The iconography fund is going well. 
Profits from the bookstore and candles have helped with P42. 
All ministries paid until second quarter.
Monthly donations to IOCC and IOCC paid.
Monies sent regularly to missionaries in Guatemala.

Motion to accept the treasurer’s report motioned by Paul and 
seconded by Linda. Agreed by all.



4. Corresponding secretary – Linda Bisbee:  none  

New Business:

Paul Novak:  Diaconate fund was discussed. Father Eugene reviewed 
the direction regarding the Deacon. Pedro is proceeding with the 
Deaconate program. He needs to obtain his certificate of completion 
from the St. Stephen’s program. Then, he will have to spend some time 
with practical experience. When all is finished, he will then need to 
present to the OCA ordination committee for approval. 

Paul and Tom would like to consider relaunching P42 again, especially 
after the refinancing of the church loan.  During the annual meeting, it 
was approved that if funds were available, Tom may write a check for up 
to $2000.

Outside of the cathedral in Chicago they have set up A Little Free 
Pantry - ‘Take what you need, give what you can.’ It has been 
successful. Paul was thinking to possibly mount the stand near the 
driveway entry. It could possibly be maintained by the youth. Father 
John and Matt also mentioned setting up the stand in more needed 
areas of Green Bay. Will discuss in the future.

In Herrick Hall, there are two windows that need repair. Matt will obtain 
a quote for each window to be restructured to possibly hold two air 
conditioning units. He will get quotes on the windows first, and then go 
from there.

Linda:  with the weekly email, Linda questioned if the bulletin can be 
sent out quarterly instead of monthly. In discussion, it was felt that a 
quarterly bulletin would be acceptable. Father Eugene felt that maybe a 
seasonal bulletin could be considered. Linda will review possible dates. 



Paul requests that if there is any information anyone would like included 
in the weekly email, please contact him.

Linda continues to work on the parish directory.

Old Business:

Paul Novak: the Sunday school and Adult education meeting will meet 
in June. The date has yet to be set. The plan is to start in September.

Mulch and garden work will start in June due to frost.

Painting of the Nave will also be set for sometime this summer.

Paul proposed that we continue to have the Parish Council meetings 
continue on Zoom. Will also consider quarterly meeting in person. Will 
discuss in the future.

The next meeting will be June 08, 2021.

Motion to adjourn made by Matt, seconded by Linda and approved by 
all.

Meeting adjourned at 7:03 pm.

Father Eugene gave the closing prayer.


