
St. Matthew Orthodox Church Parish Council

Meeting:  June 08, 2021
Meeting called to order at 6:02 pm

1. Opening prayer was given by Father John.   

Council members attending:
Paul Novak – president
Matt Tomac – vice president
Tom Julian – treasurer
Linda Bisbee – corresponding secretary
Elaine Gavaras – recording secretary

Guests:
Jeff Zdrale 

Jeff would like the minutes of the meeting related to the bishop’s 
letter regarding Father Eugene’s leaving be posted. This will be 
arranged. 

Jeff questioned when the council was presented with the 
guidelines of the newsletter. He would like the minutes to 
amend.

Jeff advised to add the announcement with the Bishop to be 
placed in the minutes.

Minutes from May meeting were reviewed. Father John will be included 
as guest. Minutes will be revised and moved to accept at next meeting. 

New business:

1. Priest’s report – Father John: none  



2. President’s report – Paul Novak: 

There are different ways of intoning for birthday’s, name’s days, 
wedding anniversaries, etc. It was suggested to name everyone 
at the beginning of the month.   

We are able to broadcast the liturgy into Herrick Hall.  Paul 
questions if we still need to do this. Matt states that there are 
some mothers who use this program. We will continue to 
broadcast as we have been.

3. Vice President’s report – Matt Tomac:  none  

4. Treasurer’s report – Tom Julian:   

All bills are paid to date.
Iconography balance is $19,503.91.
Diocese assessment is paid but not cashed for May 2021.
Outstanding offering this past week allowed the above payments.

Ongoing expenses this summer:
Electrical bill will reflect AC running. Lawn mowing was frequent 

but hot weather will slow it down some

For Pedro’s diaconate training:
Paid $500 for tuition for his final semester last month
Need $1250 for Registration and travel for required training per 
Bishop Paul



2021 budget for seminarian support was $3000.00. We have 
$2250 left in budget.

Tom recommended for Pedro to pay for registration fee $350.00 
for the required course.
SMOC to pick up the airfare and lodging, $1000.00.
SMOC will reimburse his registration fee once course is 
completed.

Motion to accept the treasurer’s report motioned by Paul and 
seconded by Matt. Agreed by all.

5. Corresponding secretary – Linda Bisbee:   

The directory has been updated. There are several people listed 
who have attended only occasionally. Jeff states the purpose of 
the directory is to keep people updated and informed of all. 
Therefore, the directory ‘title’ was changed to include ‘friends’.  

Linda also would like the directory to be labeled differently. 
Father John suggested leaving the main label as St. Matthew 
directory with members and friends in parenthesis beneath it.
Motion was made that the updated edition be titled “St. Matthew 
Orthodox Church Directory’ with “Members and Friends” in 
parenthesis underneath.
Motioned by Linda and seconded by Paul. Agreed by all.

A parishioner requested Linda to send her an email list of a 
group of women so that she may send a mass message 
regarding meeting.  Paul will contact the parishioner and gather 
more information to assist her.

Old Business:



Paul Novak: 
Sunday school meeting is scheduled for this coming Sunday, June 13 
with a September start date. 

Breakdown for age and number of children:
4-6 years = 6
7-8 years = 5
9-12 years = 10
>13 years = 10
It is felt that there will be about 12 regular attending children.

Paul was questioning if we needed a Sunday school director. 

Father John mentioned possible Vacation School for 1-2 days. Paul will 
place on agenda for a meeting on a future Sunday.

At some time, Father will be restarting Adult education classes.

Will consider creating a Parish Calendar of events.

A few people will be meeting on Friday to obtain mulch from the city to 
spread around the grounds.

Planning for painting the nave is still in process. More to come.

Lighting update: there have been informal conversations regarding 
lights and chandeliers. There will be some track lighting that will be 
installed. It will be brown in color and hopefully blend into the woodwork. 
More to come.

Matt Tomac: 
Matt met with two companies regarding new window placement in 
Herrick Hall.

Quote for replacement of all 6 windows -



First quote was $5550.00.
He has not received a second quote.
These windows would accept window air conditioners. More to come.

Matt questioned if there will be a planned church picnic this year. More 
to come.

The next meeting will be July 13, 2021.

Meeting adjourned by all at 7:11 pm.

Father John gave the closing prayer.


