
 
Homily -  16th Sunday after Pentecost - September 20, 2026 

2 Corinthians 6:1-10  / Matthew 25:14-30 
 
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit!  
 
Three Sundays ago, we heard in the Gospel the parable of the vineyard,  
 
and we learned that those stewards of the vineyard forgot that they were just 
stewards, but instead had begun to think of themselves as owners. 
 
They forgot to consider life a gift of God, as we all ought to do, & instead, fought 
against God, considering their possessions to be their own to keep. 
 
So the theme there was stewardship: that our possessions are God’s, not ours. 
 
And then two Sundays ago, we heard another parable, the parable of the 
marriage feast, which details how God calls mankind to the marriage of his Son. 
 
And we heard that some depreciated this invitation, & did not clothe themselves 
in Christ, as God had given them the opportunity to do, and they missed out. 
 
After that, last Sunday, we heard the command to love God, and love neighbor -  
 
And, finally, this brings us to today, where today, we heard another parable - and 
this one continues what is the same overarching theme, now four weeks in a row. 
 
Fourth, we get another parable, that speaks as all of those previous ones did, of 
the responsibility that God gives to each of us. 
 
That is the underlying theme of all 4: that God has given us responsibilities.  
 
Whether it is, being given a garden, or being invited to a feast, or being given 
talents, literally just big bars of gold, whatever the analogy or metaphor is, 
 
the point is: we are given responsibility in life, by God.  
 

 
 



 
Now, when this theme of responsibility is really hammered home like this, week 
after week, and when we hear, for example, as we did today, that 
 
ok, if you were given 2 bars of gold, that means God expects 2 more bars back, 
 
well, the weight of that responsibility, that God gives us, if we are not careful, can 
push us too far one way, or too far another way. 
 
So first, on the one hand, we can become obsessive, workaholic, neurotically 
pious and fastidiously religious people, who try to do everything perfectly. 
 
We can hear the call to be responsible, from God, and turn that into striving and 
striving to do more and more and more. 
 
To strive to be traditionally and perfectly Orthodox in everything, in our case.  
 
But this can be a not healthy relationship re: the responsibility that God gives us. 
 
This can be less like Christianity, & more like a secular corporate, business 
culture, where everything is about deadlines & production & always doing more. 
 
And, that kind of obsessive spirituality, trying to do too much religiously, has a 
long history of being a recognized problem among Christians. 
 
You can see this in how St. Athanasius in the 4th century described St. Anthony 
the Great of Egypt. He stressed how St. Anthony, even after living 20 years on his 
own in the desert, was not excessively thin, i.e., he was not starving himself. 
 
Because he was not trying to impress God with mighty feats of asceticism. No, St. 
Anthony was trying to draw near to God, through prayer, not works. 
 
And this same sort of balanced piety is also seen in the rule of Saint Benedict, 
who was from 6th century Italy, who became very influential historically. 
 
Saint Benedict taught that monks, yes, even monks, not just regular people, 
should have adequate division of time for prayer, and work, and rest.  
 
 
 



 
He did not believe that monks should be workaholics, or church-aholics. 
 
But he found that a balanced religiosity, not an overly-rigorous piety, was best. 
 
Now I have to mention one other famous monk who taught the same way as St 
Anthony and St Benedict, and that is, not a Christian, and I hope it doesn’t shock 
anyone for me to mention him, but that is the most famous monk ever, Buddha. 
 
Buddha, who was a real historical figure, is depicted in his golden statues as 
being fat and jolly - because the whole foundational principle that he discovered 
was to reject the extreme asceticism that he had been taught as a Hindu monk. 
 
Because Buddha figured out that being an obsessive perfectionist when it comes 
to religion is psychologically self-destructive. 
 
Indeed the extreme intensity of the ancient Hindu monks, that he had been 
taught, was a self-destructive asceticism, that considered the self “worthless.”  
 
Because, there was an idea of “no-self” in ancient Indian religion, which can be a 
good concept if it is understood as: we ought to reject pride, & self-centeredness. 
 
But the concept of no-self, if understood as: the self is not real, the self is nothing, 
very easily becomes self-hatred. And then you just hate yourself, thinking that 
you are worthless, so you religiously torment yourself, with extreme asceticism.  
 
But of course, for us as Christians, we know that the self is inherently good, 
because the self is made by God in his image, so you should love yourself,  
 
and that the self itself is not the issue, but a stance of self-centeredness, i.e., pride. 
 
And so this is all helpful for us to consider, because the Gospel sense of 
responsibility, that each of us have, as individuals who directly answer to God,  
 
regarding what we do with the gifts & talents He has given to us, 
 
well that sense of responsibility should never lead to an obsessive religious piety 
that is just self-hatred, thinking oneself worthless and valueless. 
 
 



 
 
But rather, when we do good deeds, or pray for others, it must be grounded first 
in the sense that God is empowering us, with his talents and gifts, and that he 
has realistic expectations for each of us. 
 
The parable today is very specific about this - people individually are given 
different gifts - which means that God is not expecting the same from everyone. 
 
No, God is realistic - He knows exactly what we are capable of - and will not 
expect more than we can do.  
 
Now finally, I mentioned earlier, that obsessive piety is just one potential issue, 
and the other problem, of course, is the opposite end.  
 
It is when we tell ourselves: that the bar is so high that I’m not going to aim for it. 
 
It’s when we tell ourselves: oh, I’m just a 1 talent person, so I’m not going to try. 
 
This of course is the point of today’s parable: that we all can say: oh, God gave 
me less than what he gave other people, so I’m just not going to do anything. 
 
But no. Again: God has reasonable expectations. Not everyone is going to be  
Saint Paul, or Mary Magdalene, or Herman of Alaska or John of San Francisco. 
 
But since we are all made in God’s image, we all are given some responsibility. 
 
Let’s not obsess and aim too high, and let’s not give up, and do nothing, 
 
because our God, who knows what we are capable of, will assist us, and inspire 
us, to know what we need to be doing, and to live how we ought to live. 
 
To our Lord and Savior…  

 
 


