Homily - 15th Sunday after Pentecost - September 13, 2026
2 Corinthians 4:6-15 / Matthew 22:35-46

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit!

In the Gospel reading today, we heard that the two great commandments are
love of God, and love of neighbor.

And when we think about these two commandments, these two commandments
very much map on to what became the official, very technical, doctrine of the

Church by the middle of the 5th century:

that Jesus Christ is one person, known in two distinct natures - fully God, fully
man; perfect God, perfect Man. Not a hybrid, but 100% God, and 100% Man.

This later technical dogma has a lot to do with the command in the Gospel today.

Because the command to love God is what we see Jesus doing as a man - he lived
a sinless life, he fulfilled God’s precepts, and he perfectly obeyed God’s will.

And in the same way, the command to love our neighbor is also what we can see
God doing through Him - that Jesus, who is the eternally divine Son of God,
chose to die for us, to give us the evidence of a self-sacrificing God, who loves us.

So, in Jesus, we see the perfect love of neighbor, that God has for us, humanity.

And indeed, God considers us his neighbors - not in the narrow use of the term,
of people whose houses border ours - but in the sense of being near to us.

And as God is everywhere present, he is thus near to all of us.
And so again, this is what we see in that technical dogma of Jesus, one person
known in two natures: in relation to us, he shows us divine love toward man,

and in relation to God, shows perfect human love toward God.

And thus, in all this, in Jesus being one person who does both, the unity of
humanity and God is revealed.



And not only that: but God even commands that unity by commanding us to be
like him.

Because the reason God commands us to love other people, is because God
wants us to be like him.

So He commands us to love others, because that is what He does, toward us.

So that is what it means to become like God, to become deified, it means to love.

Now, I have a great quote I want to bring in here from one of the famous recently
departed priestmonks, an elder from Greece named Elder Aimilianos of
Simonopetra, on Mount Athos. Maybe some of you have heard of him.

And in this quote, Elder Aimilianos is going to talk about loneliness, and I want
to tie in this quote, because loneliness, of course, is when we don’t feel God’s

love, or even any love at all, in our souls.

But Elder Aimilianos prescribes a cure for loneliness, very much along the lines
of the Lord’s command to love our neighbor, in imitation of God, who loves us.

So, here is the quote: Loneliness is felt by the one who does not love, and it grows even
greater when I want others to love me.

Because in the case of any person, whether a king or a beggar, once that person desires to
be loved, it can be observed that immediately such a person feels loneliness.

But as soon as he begins to love, not merely human love, but the love within the Church,
loneliness begins to depart, & he discovers that the whole Church, everyone, is with him.

So again, loneliness, which we know is the pandemic of our age, the force behind
so many of the issues and problems in our online, disconnected, world, today;,

well, loneliness is not fixed by waiting for someone else to show me love.

But that emptiness is fixed when we actively become presences of love.



When we actively love, when we love those who God has placed in our lives,

we will discover the love of God that already exists, as lived out in the Church.
So this is again, exactly what our Lord was getting at with the commands today.
These commands are a cure for our loneliness - and at the deepest core level, we
all have at least a little bit of loneliness - we all want to be loved, and we all want
attention from others. And that’s not a bad thing -

This is how we have been designed by God: to crave connection, to crave love.

We all start life as babies, & this is what babies need. They need attention, & love.

This is why God makes babies cute - so that we are hardwired to give them that
attention, and love, that we all need.

But when we stop being babies, and grow up, we have to make that transition,
from being objects of other people’s love, to being people who give love.

This is the process of maturity we need to go through - of no longer saying: 1
need to feel God’s love, why am I not feeling God’s love, life isn’t fair, etc., to:

what can I do to transmit love for others.

And yes, absolutely, this is not to make light of the fact that some people received
much more love & stability as kids than others - it is unfair that that happens.

But no matter the case, good or bad, we have to say: ok, my childhood was, what
it was, my experiences were, what they were - but now: what can I do?

So as Elder Aimilianos said, again: when we feel loneliness, the only cure is to
love others.

When we become the presence of God - when we give someone else divine,
unconditional love, and undivided attention, we ourselves experience that, too.



We experience God in our lives, when we become like God.
So, finally, let’s go to the heart of it all: the Cross of Jesus Christ.
Because tomorrow, Sept 14, we remember the finding of the Cross of Christ.

The historical event, of finding the true Cross of the Lord in 326 AD, that in turn
emphasizes for us, the veracity and brutality, of the Crucifixion, in 33 AD.

Now the event of Jesus” Cross can be seen from two perspectives: on the one
hand, it is an action, for us, saving us;

but on the other hand, it is also a way for us to imitate.

It is God saving man, but on the other hand, it is also, a path forward, for man to
become like God - or even - to be the presence of God for someone else.

Moreover, we can even say that if we allow Jesus to define what it means to be a
human person for us, and say that he is the definition of a human person,

this would mean that the definition of a human person is to be a presence of God.
That’s what it means to be made in the image and likeness of God - that a human
person, unlike a tree, or an insect, or a fish, can love other things and people, just

as God himself loves.

So may we always remember: God is not out there somewhere, beyond creation,
beyond the edge of the universe, etc.,

but God is within, even if we haven’t discovered Him yet -

- but we will discover Him, when we follow his commands to be like Him,
which means: to love those around us, as He loves us.

To our Lord and Savior...



