Homily - 14th Sunday after Pentecost - September 6, 2026
2 Corinthians 1:21-2:4 / Matthew 22:1-14

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit!

Today, the parable we read was that of the wedding feast, from the Gospel of
Matthew.

And the first point I would like to make is that, nowadays, when we think of a
wedding, we have a certain idea of what a wedding is.

A wedding, for us, means that two people, who met, and dated for a while, and
fell in love, are now committing to each other through the sacrament of marriage.

And the wedding is about them - about celebrating them, and their love, and
their commitment.

But of course historically, weddings had other layers of meaning to them.

A wedding, until relatively recently, was not so much about the union of two
individuals, as it was about the union of two families.

And moreover, on top of that, it was about a show of wealth on the part of the
family - whether the groom’s family, or the bride’s family, or both families,

depending on the culture.

It was all about showing off how much of a party and a feast you could provide
for everyone.

So, the idea of a wedding as a gigantic, over the top party,

for us as Americans might make us think of the 60’s, or 70’s, or 80’s, or 90’s, since
nowadays people often have smaller weddings,

but we must remember that the BIG wedding is from ancient times.



Now, turning to the parable, one specific very interesting aspect that existed in
this first century Judaean culture, was the idea of the wedding garment.

Nowadays, if you think of the wedding clothes that guests wear to a wedding,
you think of: maybe, many of the women buy a new dress, and the men wear

their best suits they only wear twice a year, or something like that,

but back in this specific cultural context, that Jesus was in, the wedding garment
was something that the wedding host sent out to all the guests.

So, the key thing is: you did not buy it, or make it, yourself,

but the head of the inviting family, the paterfamilias, the man showing his wealth
and generosity, would graciously bankroll wedding garments for all the guests.

And they would be sent out in advance, to those who accepted the invitation.

And these wedding garments, we should also note, would all be the same, the
wealthier and the less wealthy all dressed in the same issued garment.

So when it comes to the interpretation of this parable, which of course, has to do
with the spiritual wedding, the spiritual union,

that is the marriage of Jesus and the Church - of Jesus the Son, and the Church,
the Bride,

what the parable is saying is that what we need to do, as Christians, is just put on
the garment that God has already provided for us.

We have the wedding invitation, and we have the wedding garment, from God.
So, we do not provide the means of entering the marriage feast ourselves.

We do not enter that unity of Christ and the Church - that place where humanity
is united to God - ourselves, by our own power or merit.

We do not have to do anything to convince God to let us into the kingdom.



No - because he invites us, and he provides the attire, the garment, too.

Now this wedding garment is of course the universal gift of putting on Christ.
And that is, of course, what we do in Baptism, preeminently: we put on Christ.
But also, that is Chrismation, and Confession, and all the sacraments, too, in part:
having our sins covered, like clothes, by the righteousness of the perfect

humanity of Jesus Christ.

Yet, let’s understand it correctly - baptism and the other sacraments are gifted
freely, but still, we have to live them out through commitment.

So we put on Christ - but, we need to keep that cover on, every day.
We need to consciously remain clothed in Christ. We need to live it out.

Because of course, you can’t lose Baptism, and you can’t lose Chrismation, but
you can consciously reject God.

And you can also unconsciously reject - you can forget that you are clothed in
Christ,

or to employ the metaphor differently: you can be in the Church, and clothed in
Christ, but still then get yourself all dirty.

Either way, the point is - by grace we have been saved, but we have to live in accord.
Let’s return to what Saint Paul says in the first line of our Epistle reading today:
Brethren: He who establishes us with you in Christ and has anointed us is God,

who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.

So God has anointed us, and sealed us, and given us His Spirit, in our hearts.



We have what we need pledged and guaranteed to us from God, we just have to
remember that we have that.

Certainly we don’t want to end up in the situation of weeping and gnashing of
teeth, as the Gospel passage describes- and of course, when I refer to that, I don’t

mean just after death, but even now.

Even now, even during this quick span of biological existence, we can reject God,
and choose the darkness, and end up weeping and wailing and gnashing teeth.

Because when we reject God, when we flee from God, we are miserable.
Look at the Old Testament, it’s full of this concept in the different stories.
Jonah flees from God, and things go very badly for him, repeatedly.

And of course, the whole people Israel is saved in the Exodus, but then they
complain, and make a golden calf, and end up wandering, miserably.

On top of that, we know it from our own experience: we go through ups and
downs, we go through periods of feeling more pious, and prayerful, and then
downturns of feeling disengaged, and not caring as much.

But as I often end up telling people: just take 5 minutes to turn to God.

We never regret praying. We never regret taking a few minutes to turn to God.

And similarly, we never regret doing a good deed for someone in need.

Because the passions and vices do not give true pleasure, but living in accord
with God’s ways, and God’s guidelines, does bring joy.

If we live as we should, according to what God has given us, we will not only be
happy, but will even partake of that very joy of the Kingdom of God in this life,

and eternally in the ages to come.

To our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ be the glory...



