Homily - 13th Sunday after Pentecost - August 30, 2026
1 Corinthians 16:13-24 / Matthew 21:33-42

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit!

The parable that we heard today in the Gospel reading has a pretty
straightforward interpretation.

Our Lord speaks of a vineyard, whose owner entrusts that vineyard to stewards.

and then later, when this owner of the vineyard sends his servants to check up on
what the stewards are doing with what he has leased them,

they beat one servant, kill another, and stone the third.

and then when the owner sends in his son, the stewards kill him, so that - they
think - they can take the inheritance in place of the son.

Now this clearly is a parable against the corrupt religious leaders of Jesus” day.

Because what our Lord is saying is that God gave them a vineyard, which
metaphorically is: the temple and its worship - and they were stewards of it.

They were not the owners, but stewards, given the task of producing something.
God gave them that responsibility, and they had to hold up their end of the deal.

But they did not. Because when God sent prophets to call out their corruption
and lack of love and evil and all of that, the leaders persecuted the prophets.

Think of the prophet Malachi who said: “I will be a swift witness... against those
who oppress the hireling in his wages, & the widow and the orphan, & against

”

those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the Lord of hosts.

Or think of another minor Prophet, Zephaniah, who portrayed God as saying: “I
will punish every one... who fills their master’s house with violence and fraud.”



These were the kind of men, obviously, that a corrupt establishment would not like.
And then of course, after all the prophets, when God sent Jesus, and Jesus said
the exact same things, calling out the religious leaders” hypocrisy, & their lack of
love, & their self-righteousness, & their corruption - they killed him too.

Now, of course, one could not blame, let’s say, ignorant people, for not listening
to God, and acting wickedly and evilly - but these stewards, the religious leaders,

undoubtedly should have known better. That’s the point.

And then what we should take from this parable, is not to say: “oh, those people
were so bad”, but rather, to consider: what is the lesson for us?

Because, it might be a bit scary to think about, but we have been put into almost
the exact same situation as Christians.

We too are given a responsibility - a similar, but much bigger, responsibility, in fact.
We are given not just one Temple on Mount Zion, like a little walled vineyard,
We are given a universal Church.

And we have been commissioned, as that Apostolic Church, to go and make
disciples of all nations. To baptize them, and to teach them.

So, as Christ also said to his disciples: you did not choose me, but I chose you.

well what's that getting at is: we have been chosen by God, effectively apart from
our own will, to be given this great responsibility of being Christians.

In our particular case, here, that means: to graciously know the Orthodox faith.

We might think we found it, and we chose it, but no, we have been gifted the
Orthodox Church.

You could even say, to use language Saint Paul uses: we have been graciously
predestined by God, apart from our own merit, to have the gift of his Church.



And that is such a gift. Just try to imagine what life is like for those without
Christ, or even, without a society that at least has some Christian values.

Let’s say you are living in a Muslim country, like somewhere in the Persian gulf
region, and you literally know nothing except Sharia law. Imagine that.

Imagine living under the absolute religious authority of some “holy” Imam.

If he interprets that the Koran says that you have to clap your hands and jump
times when you wake up in the morning, that’s just what you have to do.

Or more disturbingly: if he says your 14 year old daughter is going to be his 45
year old son’s bride, that’s what’s going to happen.

Or if he says your 15 year old son needs to go train in the mountains to be a
jihadist, that’s what happens.

And here is the really strange thing: you, living in that world, think this is all
great. You think this is what God wants, because the Imam has spoken it.

Because: that is the only God you have ever known: a God who does whatever
he wants, and empowers his holy chosen leaders to do whatever they want.

So you think, this is great! Praise the Lord above, that my daughter is being put
into this marriage, and that my son is going to strap a bomb to himself.

This is the horrible world you know, but you don’t think it’s horrible, you think,
this is just how things are

So my point is: let us not waste the precious gift that we have - of Christianity.

Indeed, we have a double gift, here, not only of not being in such an insane
religion, and to be in the Christian church instead,

but on top of that, we have the freedom to exercise our Christian faith.



So this is a double blessing - but that does make it a double responsibility.

And we are not helpless in this. Sometimes we think are helpless, and we can’t
do anything - but that is actually part of the evil conditioning of the world.

Because maybe you have heard of a concept called “learned helplessness.”
“Learned helplessness” is when you are conditioned, by social forces, to think
that you can’t help yourself, when you actually can.

And governments, & corporations, & evil religions want you to think that way.

But Christ does not. A huge part of Christianity, and what Christ calls each of us
to do, is responsibility.

We are stewards of his gifts that he has given us - which means, we are capable.
He has made us capable.

And yes, sometimes when it comes to the Church we think: oh I just can’t be that
responsible as a Christian, because I'm not a saint or an apostle. I'm not a priest.

But that is very unhelpful self-talk. Because we all are much more capable than
we realize, so let’s not trick ourselves into thinking we are incapable.

There would be 0 saints, if all the saints had thought that way.
So no, everyone can do something, no matter how small.

And no one starts out a saint, but we are all called to be saints.
We are all saints-in-progress, and saints in the making.

So let’s work with God’s good will, and God’s good gifts that He has stewarded
to us, and make that happen.

To our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ...



