
 
Homily -  12th Sunday after Pentecost - August 23, 2026 

1 Corinthians 15   /  Matthew 19 
 
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit!  
 
In the Gospel reading today, Christ lists the most important commandments. 
 
And, in a way that perhaps would catch many people off guard, these most 
important commandments are, according to Jesus,  
 
those commandments that relate to how we act toward other people. 
 
Because, being Christian is more than just punching a timecard, or checking a 
box, to make your deity happy with you. 
 
It is more than just doing some religious observances to gain status with God. 
 
And as Christian preachers have been saying for two thousand years now, it is 
not just about coming to Church. 
 
But being a Christian is something we must be all the time. 
 
Are you at work? You are a Christian. 
 
Are you with your buddies and friends? You are a Christian. 
 
Are you at a show or a sporting event or whatever it is? You are a Christian. 
 
Are you at Thanksgiving dinner with your nosy aunt or super-political uncle or 
whoever it is? You have to be a Christian, even then. 
 
Of course, that situation isn’t even the hardest one. The hardest, is probably: am I 
a Christian, when I am alone, in my thoughts?  
 
That is the hardest, is to be a Christian when no one is watching, and when it’s 
just me and my fallible brain that so easily can justify anything. 
 
 
 



 
So we have to be really honest with ourselves. 
 
Because again, looking at our Gospel reading, our actions are what matter. 
 
Christ asks the young man if he keeps the commandments, and he lists the ones 
he particularly has in mind. He lists: honor your father and mother, do not be 
adulterous, do not steal, do not lie, love your neighbor - 
 
and then most of all he emphasizes: care for the poor. 
 
As we heard, he specifically commands the young man to not consider his 
possessions his own, but to care for the poor.  
 
And as we heard, this young man who can do all the other ones, cannot find a 
way to push himself hard enough to do that last one. 
 
Yes, he can not do bad things to people - kill, steal, lie, etc. - but he finds it too 
hard to go on to do good things for people, especially those who need it the most. 
 
Now why is this command to care for the poor so emphasized by Christ? 
 
And why is it this one commandment that this man - and not only this man, but 
many people then and now -  just cannot handle? 
 
Well, the answer to both questions is this: there is a disease that we all have, and 
this commandment is the cure to it. 
 
We all have this disease called “What do I want?” 
 
We all want the world to be how we want it to be. 
 
We want the reality that we live in to obey our wants, and our desires. 
 
And that means, always, necessarily, we want other people to fall in line with our 
program. They need to consider us. That is just our basic assumption. 
 
But here’s the problem: the world is not just my individual world, but it’s real. 
 
 



 
The reality we live in is not subjective.  
 
And what I mean when I say “reality is not subjective” is that - there is a 
difference between one’s own personal subjective experience of the world, and 
the actual objective truth of the world. 
 
So there certainly is no such thing as “my truth” as if each person’s perspective of 
the world is equally objectively true - that is a nonsensical idea. 
 
And of course nowadays, as we know, that phrase “my truth” is associated with 
a so-called “far left” politics, but anyone, left or right, can be relativistic like that. 
 
Anyone can go about life acting as if their preferences and their opinions and 
their wants are the objective truth, and that everyone else needs to fall in line. 
 
So we have to strive to live in the real world. 
 
Admittedly, it’s much easier to live in a fantasy reality, where other people exist 
as characters who serve us, who exist for us, but that’s not reality. 
 
 So we have to recognize that it’s so hard for us to commit to this idea. 
 
And, to make another point, this is certainly what causes so much anger for us. 
 
We suffer, and get angry, because we want the world to be our personal reality. 
 
To give a kind of silly example of this: this is why we yell at the TV. 
 
I bet some of us here have yelled at a TV before. 
 
We act as if the quarterback can hear us, or the heroine of the film can hear us. 
 
We say: “No, don’t do it!” or “Why did you do that?”  
 
And not only that, but when we yell at the TV, we are also assuming that: “well, 
if these people could hear me, they would of course obey me.” 
 
 
 



 
‘If I were the coach, that fumble never would have happened”, or whatever it is - 
and then, we get angry, because reality doesn’t fit what we would want it to be. 
 
But that’s obviously absurd. We will just be angry and frustrated, nonstop, if we 
live that way. 
 
So let’s come back to the cure to this self-centered, subjective, relativist, way of 
viewing the world, and that cure is, once again: to care for the poor. 
 
Because when I force myself to care for the poor - to actually do deeds, to 
actually give money to benefit others, to actually interact with people who are 
suffering, etc., -  
 
what I am doing is forcing myself to realize that all of humanity is just as real as I 
am. That other people are just as real as I am.  
 
And that I have a responsibility for them, because of this collectiveness of things. 
 
And to get that message across to myself, I must force myself to consider the 
needs of others, and try to imagine their suffering, and empathize, 
 
and then also to actually do something for those who have real suffering & need. 
 
Because that is how I recognize the gift of the world, the gift of reality. 
 
Indeed, we are not God’s fictional characters. We do not live in God’s video 
game, or God’s TV show, or God’s book. 
 
But God has given us a real world, and people are real. Their needs are real. 
Their struggles are real. And we have to recognize that, and do what we can. 
 
So may we be invigorated by this teaching of Christ, to do the things that he 
expects of us, and to live in accordance with his commandments. 
 
and may we give glory to Him, together with his Father, and the Holy Spirit, 
amen! 

 
 


