
 

St. Matthew Orthodox Church Parish Council 

Meeting:  December 14, 2021 

Meeting called to order at 6:04 pm 

 

1. Opening prayer was given by Father John.  

Council members attending: 

 Paul Novak – president 

 Matt Tomac – vice president 

 Tom Julian – treasurer 

 Linda Bisbee – corresponding secretary - excused 

 Elaine Gavaras – recording secretary 

 

 Guests:  Jeff Zdrale 

 

November minutes were reviewed. Time of meeting will be changed to 6:00 pm. Paul motioned 

to accept, seconded by Matt and approved by all. 

Reports: 

1. Priest’s report – Father John:   

Sunday school will be on break and restart January 16, 2022. Sunday school has been going very 

well.  

 

The men’s group went very well last Saturday. There were 14 men in attendance. Father will 

send an email about the success of the meeting. The next meeting will tentatively be February 

26, 2022. 

 

Father received a call that someone will be leaving $75,000 in a will to the church. This is from 

an on-line site that someone has created, mentioning this donation which would occur upon 

their death. The on-line company has asked to discuss this information with Father. 

 

Father continues to prepare services for Christmas and December. 

 

2. President’s report – Paul Novak: 

Paul mentioned that new people continue to attend services St. Matthew. He encourages all of 

us to continue greeting people and connecting with them. 

 

3. Vice President’s report – Matt Tomac:   

There was one electrical walk-through in the dining area and kitchen. Matt will contact a second 

company for another opinion/quote. 



4. Treasurer’s report – Tom Julian:  

Treasurer’s report for December 2021 was reviewed.  

 

93% of all iconography pledges has been given with a total of $42,325 for the project. 

 

The legacy endowment fund now has $4,100 in it: $2300 for the chapel, $1700 for general 

giving, $100 for diaconate seminarian fund.  

 

Tom encourages people to put loose cash in envelopes. 

 

New Business: 

The annual meeting is coming up. Paul proposed the date February 20, 2022. This will include reports 

from the President and Treasurer.  This meeting will be ‘in person’ in addition to virtual, and will occur 

around 12:00 noon. 

Nathanial Tomac presented a proposal for his Eagle Scouts project. He had overheard parishioners 

wishing there was a place to sit and talk outside, but there is nowhere to sit. Nathanial proposed to build 

4 modular picnic tables to be placed in the yard at the church, allowing for outdoor seating. He felt there 

was an advantage for the modular design in that the table can be folded into a bench. He will be using 

treated word for the materials. He is hoping to be able to start his work soon so that the tables will be 

ready for this coming summer. Paul felt that two tables may be good to start. Tom thought that 2 

benches by the fire pit would be nice also. Tom suggested Nathanial to consider making a center hole 

for an umbrella. The current estimate for the 4 tables would be $400 with sales tax. For Nathanial to 

receive credit for this project, he would need signatures from the counsel. Paul requested Nathanial to 

present a picture of the proposed table at the next council meeting. Nathanial will forward a blue-print 

to the counsel. Matt mentioned that the monies would be raised by Nathanial and not necessarily need 

to be provided by the church. In summary, this is a very nice project which will be used and appreciated 

by parishioners. Paul motioned approval of this project, starting with 2 tables with the ability to change 

to 3 or 4 if needed, seconded by Matt and approved by all. Nathanial was invited to next month’s 

meeting to further discuss if any questions arise after looking at the building plans. 

Jeff questioned Father regarding those singing in the choir. He had been told in the past that unless a 

member is chrismated, they are not allowed to sing in the choir.  Father confirmed that anyone may sing 

in the choir.  

Church siding project involves removing the wood around the outside of the church. Tom does not 

believe the north side needs to be replaced. Urban Exteriors came to look at the project and gave a 

proposal.  Deacon Spyridon reviewed the project and felt that the proposal was sound. The estimate 

was $77,000. It was mentioned that this does not account for any ‘surprises’. Deacon Spyridon will 

propose another company for another evaluation and price. We will need to discuss cost at the annual 



meeting and possible fund raising. This proposal did not include window replacement which could be an 

additional $10,000 or so. This is the next building improvement project.  

Tom mentioned his concern regarding cleaning the downspouts and ensuring that they are not plugged 

with ice dams. Tom is concerned with the west side of the roof which was not replaced. Matt and Paul 

will assess the need for cleaning the spouts. 

Paul motioned to adjourn, seconded by Tom 

. All approved. 

 

The next meeting will be January 11, 2022 at 6:00pm. 

Meeting adjourned by all at 7:03 pm. 

Father John gave the closing prayer. 


