
St. Matthew Orthodox Church Parish Council 

Meeting:  July 13, 2021 

Meeting called to order at 6:04 pm 

 

1. Opening prayer was given by Father John.  

Council members attending: 

 Paul Novak – president 

 Matt Tomac – vice president 

 Tom Julian – treasurer 

 Linda Bisbee – corresponding secretary - excused 

 Elaine Gavaras – recording secretary 

 

 Guests: 

 Jeff Zdrale  

 

Amended April minutes were reviewed by Paul. 

Matt motioned to pass the minutes seconded by Tom. 

 

Amended May minutes were reviewed by Paul. 

Tom motioned to pass the minutes, seconded by Matt. 

 

June minutes were reviewed by all. 

Matt motioned to pass the minutes, seconded by Paul. 

 

Jeff did not have anything to bring to the meeting to discuss. 

 

New business: 

1. Priest’s report – Father John:  

 

Bible study and Adult education classes have resumed. There has been good attendance.  

 

Vacation church school is moving forward. 11 children have enrolled.  

 



2. President’s report – Paul Novak: 

 Pat Magen’s daughter, Julie, has been in discussion with her father regarding the Chapel. She 

contacted Paul and questions what will happen to the Chapel in the future. Tom questions what the 

intentions are regarding the family’s plans for the future – are they planning to keep the property or sell 

the property. Per Father John, there are no issues regarding moving or taking down the chapel. 

 

3. Vice President’s report – Matt Tomac:  none 

 

4. Treasurer’s report – Tom Julian:   

 See attached. 

 We are paying what is due.  

 It is noted that the ministry team cash flow has slowed down since February. 

 

 

5. Corresponding secretary – Linda Bisbee:  none 

 

 

Old Business: 

Paul Novak:  

Joy Jeffers was able to receive the group email list.  

 

The trees up on the hill are down and the area was mulched.  Will consider creating a fire pit and sitting 

area so the youth have a place they can get together to meet. Paul would like Nathanial Tomac to assist 

in this area. 

 

A window air conditioner was placed in Herrick Hall and is working very well. Paul was pleased on how 

well it cooled the area.  Tom felt that the air conditioner may need to be bracketed on the outside. Paul 

and Tom will evaluate that. 

 

Sunday School meeting will be held July 18. Father John has created a schedule for two groups. These 

classes will be supported by written materials. There are also additional educational books that can be 

utilized. Jeff said that Father Eugene told him there are some educational books which were donated 

from an anonymous donor. 

 

Cheryl is the new Librarian and Jeff volunteered to help with anything she may need help with arranging. 

 

Jeff asked the children’s choir practice and place in the bulletin. 

 



There are 36 people who have signed up for the baseball game on July 30. This is the largest group yet! 

 

Pedro is leaving in 2 weeks for diaconate training in California. 

 

The garden and mulch area has a bit of work left to complete. 

 

Painting of the Nave and Narthex was discussed. Paul has talked to the painter. It would be nice if the 

inside of the church was painted a light blue prior to mounting of the iconography. Tom quoted $5,000-

6,000 for two coats of paint. Paul will reach out to Dimitri to discuss some ideas regarding color options. 

Father John questioned a different color, such as tan.  

 

Matt Tomac:  

The church picnic is being planned again.  There are some new regulations which the city is requiring 

regarding unlocking the doors at the picnic area and someone staying in attendance. 

 

Matt has not received any further quotes for the window replacements in Herrick Hall.  Will work on 

getting more quotes. 

 

Bonnie had requested the church council to consider a rug to be placed in the choir area. Paul will 

obtain a price for a rug.  Will need to measure the height off the floor to see if the closet door will clear 

the rug. Tom mentioned padded modular flooring which works especially nice in a corner area. 

 

Matt motions to adjourn, seconded by Paul. 

 

The next meeting will be August 09, 2021. 

Meeting adjourned by all at 7:11 pm. 

Father John gave the closing prayer. 


